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Image Processing of LANDSAT Satellite Data on the Oil Outflow Accident
of Russian-flagged Tanker NAKHODKA

Yoshinobu Kato and Shigeyuki Nakahara

The Russian-flagged tanker NAKHODKA sank in the Sea of Japan off Okinoshima, Shimane
Prefecture on January 2 1997. The oil spilled out of NAKHODKA and the head-part of NAKHODKA
reached Anto, Mikuni-cho, Fukui Prefecture on January 7. The oil and the head-part were removed
by the efforts of government, local people and volunteers by the end of April. In this paper,
the results of image processing of LANDSAT satellite data centering on Mikuni-cho are presented.
A processed image of LANDSAT data on January 13 showed that the cil slick existed off Komatsu
City and the head-part of NAKHODKA was at Anto. A temporary road constructed for transportation

of the oil remaining in the head-part was also recognized in the other processed images.
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