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A Design of Multimedia Database
Takayoshi Takahara and Masaru Makino

Multimedia database (MDB) software is one of the most iraportant technologies in the
coming multimedia age. But the scheme of MDB is not clear enough at present and various ef-
forts are made in the world toward the development of MDB software. Database softwares de-
veloped so far are those of object oriented database (ODB) or relational database (RDB).
However, they are not successful in processing and rapid retrieval of multimedia data.

We have investigated the method of designing MDB software by examining various func-
tions of ODB and RDB whether they are suited for MDB or not. SymfoWARE developed by
Fujitsu Corporation has been investigated as one of the ODB. We described in this paper the
approaches to achieve rapid information retrieval of multimedia data and the synchronizafion
of motion picture with sound by combining the functions of ODB and RDB. Some examples of

screen layout of our work are also demonstrated in the paper.
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