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To deepen students’ learning.
Takashi AKAZAWA ™" and Takayuki KUMAGAI'"

" Organization for Fundamental Education

In university classes emphasis is often placed on active learning, and in particular, research focuses on educational
activities that have students using educational materials by themselves to actively learn. However, in the revision of
elementary and junior high school curriculum the term active learning lacks depth. Active learning must also mean initiative,
interactive, and deep learning. This is from the position that learning “deeply” is important to learning, and from the active
learning prospective there is a lack of “deep learning”. As a key to deepening learning, emphasis should be placed on the
acquisition of “views and ideas”, according to the characteristics of each subject. Deep learning should be taking place in
university however it needs to be part of the general education curriculum from the first-year. At our university first-year
students have the opportunity to enroll in general education courses which includes an introduction to philosophy course. In
this course problems students faced in their lives were used as learning activities. This was done in an easy-to-understand
manner by making students aware of the problems, using shuttle notes, presenting other students’ opinions, keep students
thinking, and in the end make the students realize it is important to make a habit of solving their own problems. Students
expressed positive feedback to this course over the 8 times it was offered in 4 years, therefore we will continue to give these

lectures.
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