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Rethinking the Preposition along and its Deleted Objects
—Is ‘The man walked along the river’ an Illogical Expression?—

Naoya NYUGAKU"

*! Organization for Fundamental Education

According to a previous study, the sentence ‘The man walked along the river’ is semantically anomalous for some
native speakers of English. The study states that the reason that the sentence is semantically anomalous is that the
meaning of the sentence is nearly the same as that of ‘The man walked on the river’. Therefore, the study states that as
“The man walked along the river’ is illogical, it must be derived from ‘The man walked along the bank of the river’ or
‘The man walked along the path by/close to the river’. However, we point out that the preposition along is a
one-dimensional preposition and the preposition on in “The man walked on the river’ is a two-dimensional preposition,
so the events that the two sentences, ‘The man walked along the river’ and ‘The man walked on the river’, represent are

completely different, and we argue that the sentence ‘The man walked along the river’ is not illogical.

Key Words : Preposition along, Deleted Objects, Dimensions

1. #&
AR TIEHLLFO(D-Q)D & 9 72D TEERT 5.

(1) The man walked along the river.

(2) The boat sailed along the river.

(D)-QIT— R 2 & UEMITH BEHRMIC S 2L RO WIESUZE DI D DY, &% OO EFEDOTE T~ OBEND
225 2 7o, MSCI238 1) D AifiE R14A) along the river DFFFIZIEWE LS Z LIZKAM <. RIS, (DIZBWT
IXEFBEOF TR TH 5 the man AN GHTIX IOIMA (EF72 L) | THY, QO FGBEOHE R TH 5 the
boat 28U T L7=5ATx DIloW TH 5.

WETCREM A BB 228,  EEF(1995)IZ(DDIEEIZITIRDB)D K 5 R SIABFEL, ()IX3)DRiiE along D7
v aNO BRRENHE SN RAECZ X THHET D, !

the bank of
(3) The man walked along
the path

by the river.
close to

AGw Tl along &R ICHIER CTH D EFHE 2D Z LKV, along O HIFEDL GO MEIRIZHE 725100 2 5-
2D ENARETH Y, T, (D)DOSUIBEMMISGHEEFEIXSI SR LTELT, )D&k > Rl ERNEE N
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TET MBI E TR S,

2. SEATHIR : LEF(1995)

ATER along &0 HIYRE & OEKEIRZ U7 eATi2e L LT EEF (199538 5. EEHI(ICE LT, %Eﬁ
FREEEE OO 2 T, ()IFBER &2 22 LEED RO 72V ESCTH D & AT EH BN DA, M5 TIx()IEA
&5 &R ﬁm#é%,ﬁﬁ_ébéi,TE%@X&%%T%%%wé&wﬁ.m%A<@EXT%5kﬁ
DI WFEERGESEE NAET RN E LT, EBHILLFD@)D Palmer (1972:6) along (ZB89 5 Ftali 12 O T4

MY EROHTND

(4) adv. 1. With verbs, with the general meaning of CONTINUE TO MOVE IN THE SAME DIRECTION. Almost the
same meaning as ON
come [go, crawl, drive, float, fly, hurry, move, roll, run, rush, sail, swim, walk, etc.] along [on]
prep. Same meaning as ALONG 1, but followed by object

come [go, drive, run, etc.] along the street [road, river, efc.]

BFIF along 234Nk ST S X 9 (2 almost the same meaning as ON* T 572 5, (I)NFZRD(5) & IEIE R UER
BRFOZ LT D EERTD.

(5) #The man walked on the river.

CNETREDFE T TH D the man 23 OKE EEBIT L2 Z L 2BWRT 528, AR2KE EEZBITT25 2 &I1ER
ARETHIHNE, GNIERANTHD TRAKRR L THS. 2oF Y, ()AL W 2 ERERE1L, £ 0
BRZG) LR L DI 2 TV BITMZe 57220, EBE() 24 B2 3C & HWrd D B RS T B S
% along DFEMRITIRD — D THD LR TN 5.

6)a. H) EWwboo b (F7-1%, B %@
b. EAE A

EBFII(6)Z BRI, along D HAJREIZIXEFRICHM T TE DT & /R T4 G NEE L2 Ui 6720 e L, Rl
WKL L IZNEG)DI B H > 2D HHIR LICERG LN AL TH DL EERLTND. Q) &(T)E LTLL
T 5.

the bank of

(7) The man walked along
the path

by the river.
close to

LINLRIS, FEENH I RDIZ 4404 > 7 +—~ 2 MIBRD)DOLIIEL THL LHEL. 51Tk
BF7A3 along DM E L TEIT T D (6253 2 SBIIE(®)-(ONTARTIE D BEZEITV & E 7R,

(8) a. You can take a boat trip along the coast.

b. They bought two miles of river frontage along the Colorado.

c. Keep left along the wall. (OALD)
(9) a. The houses along the river are all relatively modern, with the notable exception of the old forge.

b. Factories stretch for quite a way along the canal.

c. Both countries have massed troops along the border.
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d. Follow the path along the river to the bridge.
e. Unpainted wooden buildings straggle along the main road out of town. (LDOCE)

EBOTRIZHED 225, @)-ONIRLEXZIELLRLE Y L35 L, ZOTRTUTBN TN L 5 2250
DIEEHIRED AT % along DRZIAUE L7RIT UL 572 < 72 5.

3. HIEs along HAE

PE along O#ELJiIE OE andlang (23 %. FEJRAIIZIE and- against, facing, in a direction opposite + lang long Td V),
JRZ X ‘extending away in the opposite direction’, ‘far-stretching’ Cd» 5 (Cf. OED s.v. along, adv. and prep.). Jt% I
andlangne deg (=all day long)® & 9 IZHAFA & L THWHLIL TV, Z0D%, OE Tb @4 % i3 5 Al
FIANEDSSS L, MEIZAYD JEERROKHENEZ 5 &, 1 ZTBIIED L 5 e HIED L LTz,

OED TClXAE ] along DEMRIFLLTO X ITER SN TN

(10) 1. Through the whole or entire length of; from end to end of (whether within, as a valley, or by the side of, as a river).
2. This passes imperceptibly into an indication of direction rather than space traversed: Through any part of the length
of, lengthwise through or parallel to, as distinguished from across; following the line of (a road, wall, river,

seashore, etc.)

F—EIL TRONBODENOUGET) THDHN, HEHTANEL, fnd 6l E TOPBNIRV S OOPHIT & /M|
THEDRNWENS Z ETHD.

F 72, Quirk et al. (1985:683)% along D E M from one end towards the other’ (W >H¥iE T) & L < (F‘n a line
parallel with® (~{ZWATLTC) THDHEL, TNENLLTOFZZET TN D

(11) a. We walked along the street, just looking at people.
b. I took my dog for a walk along the river.

PLED G HTER] along D7 7 ¥ A THIAF—< (L Fig. 1 THD LARET DH.

Fig. 1 The Prototype Image Schema for along

G2 C B A RMNET, HAREOALFMOIET™ME EO L 5 R TIRZ TV H 0 &N D, WFﬁuAh%n@F'EJ
BERSBURT 2. B2, AfER on OJEFRIE [Hih) TH D23, ZEMICIT 2 BREEO AR O 2 J71T
WY HDH. ROA)E R THLD.

(12) a. There is some ice on that road.
b. Our cottage is on that road. (Quirk et al. (1985:674))

(12a)i% EEE O E \_7K75‘3?)%>J EWVHIEHRTH LD, on D HMFED that road 1% 1) & LTHRX HiL5.

SEY, (120031 B A on 12 KICHTERI L L CHEEL TV % = L1c/e 5. i), Quirk etal. (1985)1%(12b)
(\ZF1F S HifER on ii*b@ﬁﬁﬁ%aﬂf&b v, ZZTOERKIT #) & R72E4TEY, onthat road X along that road
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ThHELTND. DFEY, along b—IRITATEFM E VD T ETHD. HL, FED RN K IR TE L 23, (13a2)
L(13b)ICH 1T 5 thatroad 12 TR & L CHEAILS M TRV S 0D, —oD 034 [/ UiEka £+ bl Tl

AV

(13) a. Our cottage is on that road.
b. Our cottage is along that road.

(13a)l B B ORI & SMA 2 X 5 — ROBERARO—U & our cottage 73 [HEfill) LTWAZ EEEHRL TS, 7
i, our cottage [TEFEDIMANIALIE LTV 5. (13b)ITEKE £ -3 <IZfTo72& 2 AT our cottage 7385 &9
BEEETHY, ourcottage DB D i AL TWAEMNE I DIEFARHTHS.

4 % i

AHiTldalong NP’ 23R THAEICE L C, 3BASIETFIBLRNOBLEEITH . 28 ORLIZ L 212, EBF(1995:44)
X along DERIZO)THDHE LTINS, (6)&(14)E LTHETS.

(14)a. (H) EWboo bk (1%, #) Z2@->T
b. EAE AL~

X 5 EB7(1995:44)1% Talong (2 T~IZH~> Tl OEMEH 25 Z 1%, H< T THREER EOEEM 2 HEE
EDHRETEAS (BFEFHZ, ZOMESHZIIfEREITH ATV, FlZiE, ‘to walk along the road’ % [*1HHK D
MU Z AR ] LRARRLCLE D Z EIZORMBDLAREERH D), | LIk TWDH., ZZTROA5EBZTHED.

(15) The man walked along the street.

EEOTRITIB O A2 BIE, A5ICBIT D EFEO T the man 13 NEROWNML, SFv [HE] 2502 LI
5. LINLRRE, (ISICEALTEED 4 £DOA 7 —~ > ML, TEORTRBOAIT LIS FTT DEKO
SMALY, BIG, HIETIEARS B 2802 L2 BT 2 LRRICEIE L2, 95 | AITERONIEZ A
ATH, BEROBAFTIEIRBETY OO 25 ZEwBWT 5 LB 27, HL, street 1L BB
SR OEK] THOHMD, [HiE] & [E] OmMFE2ETfRGEC D0 T, SD7=)HIT street & road (2182
TERDA6) R Uiz 2 A, #BITERSHRWIGEITERKO L2 RN\ 8B 2 50, HOERNH HEMED A
EHOEAE, 1L EAAICIT NEBOIMA 22BN 28w TS L& 2T

(16) The man walked along the road.

BHEOA T H—~< NOIGIE, ()DL DT along O BHEEIZIT [0 EE2FEERIIHMTTX 25T &2 7R3 445
FPFLEL TORTFUTR BN E B D& L) EHOFRLIIFLNCKTD.

BEDOA LT F—~v 2 NOBEBIIHES < 7251, along the street / road [ZBWT 7R 7 7 A /L LTV DL,
Fig. 2 |\ L 9 ITEB ORI Clda <, HiE L AE L 2 X85 “AROERBRO I bLO—mThor B2 HND.

v

Fig. 2 Image Schema for along the street / road
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PE-T, (16)3FKTHEIL, Fig. 3 b LIIFig4DEIBRAXF—TREND.

—GRERREED n
—CRREREED
Im

Fig. 3 Image Schema 1 for The man walked along the road Fig. 4 Image Schema 2 for The man walked along the road
£72, (16)D along % on (TN A 7-(17)1 LT 72 HHRERR M & £ T,
(17) The man walked on the road.

(17)? on the road IZHBWNT T B 7 7 A LI TWDLDIFKE THDH. > T, (17) TIEEFEDOETY) the man | E
FEONROBEE EA2ABR N2 WH IR 72 0, B ECHIUTER O TH A9 &L, BATTHA ) b,

Fig. 5 Image Schema for The man walked on the road

5. & ®
ZZTITNEBIRS T, KimCTomazEE L T<. ()ZEA8)E LTHIET .

(18) The man walked along the river.

BEHEDA T F—~ MIANTEL MO RWIELTH L EHWr Lz, #i50 X 9 I12(18) & IEXL & WL7p 3 55EH
FEREAILAEITCERR L2 L 00, (I8 & LFOBERMN T 1 7 7 A /L SF, the man 1EE DEEFARIZIH - THR
W2 W) B A T TS EEZBND. BlL, ZOHEEILFig 3 LAOAT—~TEIND. 25
25 FEF(1995)13(18) & 7L, RHEMRZR L LW 2 BEEREEGEE 3B Y, O D X 5 7230y HE 21T 2 Bl &
LC, Palmer(1972)Z 5L, (18)IX(19)& XX UEKIC/ARZMETH D Lk _RTN 5.

(19) #The man walked on the river.

AU, (18)ZFRELT E DN E LTEREL L 5 & 95705, (18)IL(20)025 along @ HIFEZTEE L7245
BNAHLTHD EEBEXMRL U DRNWEFIET 5.

the bank of

(20) The man walked along

by the river.
the path

close to

B N18) & FHmEEMIEIL CTH D L 9 HFIAIX, Palmer (1972) along DFEIR D ‘almost the same meaning as ON’3
BT HEZAZMVEZTCWDHZ EICED EEDbND. (19D onthe river 1L [JIDKif | IZE &L THNHDT,
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TWRICHIEFACTH D Z LI LN THD. M), Ak L7z X 512 along IZ—WRICRIEFITH 5005 (18)IC
‘along the river’ | %, JI|Z—&KILD [HE] TIZTWDHZ L2725, DF D, (18)D along the river & (19)? on the river
NIERILEWART L2 EFOFEIE, —RIcOZER & ZRITOZER & ZFFICHR > TWD Z &2 5. 3
BT 7= 2% Quirk et al. (1985:674)7%3Our cottage is on that road’\Z->\ T ‘the road is viewed as a LINE [‘along that
road’], ie dimension-type 1”& 54 L T\ % XL 91T, Palmer DFLIRIZ & 2 ‘almost the same meanlng as ON’{%, Tlalong
1L —RICHITER] on EIRIFF UEM) CBfETREXTHAH. MOIRLIZZRSH, (18)E(19)IXIZIZFR UEK AR
T2 LD LV T IEDSW T, (I8)Z FmBH e L Th 5 & FiRT 5 DII A EY TH 5. U&i @w%@
RWIESTTH Y, IRLTQROD A aNO BRVFENTEE SNAEROSTTII A2, (18) L QORI HREIT S
RHLOTHD. FRLEED, (18)DFETHEREIL Fig. 3 DA A—VAF—~ THSLEND LD TH D, @m
{233V T ‘The man walked along the bank of the river’ ZflZ & % &, along ™ H FJ&E the bank of the river Tl fifk &
A% DI the bank TH V) | theriver 1T858 L 725, *-5F 1V, “The man walked along the bank of the river’(Z, [+FIZ
o THRWE] EEHIBRTHY, ZOHA, alongthebank TiL T LT EJNOHERM N7 rArEinsdZ
Ll OFV, Fig 4 LREKOAF—~ TSNS,
ZETRTEL DI, AlEs along D71 b A THIERIE, Fig. 1 OXH72bDTHD. 1E-7T, WEH

%@%ﬁbﬁwau@ioﬁiﬂ%ﬁi EY Fig. 6 DL I R AX—<TREND.

(21) His room is along the corridor.

C : conceptualizer

- = » : mental path

Fig. 6 Image Schema for His room is along the corridor
EHIT, (22)b Fig. 7D X H I b TE 5.

(22) Shops are along the street.

QQQ@ 99

Fig. 7 Image Schema for Shops are along the street

6. %

A5 ClE, ‘The man walked along the river’ (3 ‘The man walked along [the bank of] the river’® X 9 72 3L/ 5 0~ 2N
® along O HWFEZHIER L7-FERSG O 5 TH D & D ATHIIEO TR A PLfIcms L. TR Tl
“The man walked along the river’ 3~ H3R72 30 CTdb 5 &3 HARHMLIT Z D373 The man walked on the river” & (FE[F ©
BRAERT L THDEEIND. LovL, EHIT along (3R ICAIER CTH D DIZxF L, ‘The man walked on the
river’ |21 % on (X RITCHTEF TH D Z & 2 L, Roud Rz HAiE)Z RSN a3 2 LI3RETTH

T
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¥, ‘The man walked along the river’|% along ® HHJRED 4 FA] T 5 the river Z—Wot D [ L Z HATND
EFIR L7 ©F Y, “The man walked along [the bank of] the river’ ™ X 9 722 HIEE DA E L UER T & b, “The
man walked along the river | XFREEAIZAT 5 F JEDRWVIELTHD EFXD.

X

. [V—=7 ZARKFFEH] D along DEIZ H[FEFROFLRD L HD.

2. [V—=7 2Fngfeih) GE=h)o [ 5] oz DINZH - THR< | 12x LT walk along [on] a river’ &\ ) 5
RG22 HNTWAN, EEDOA 7+ —~2 MIEEA, ‘walkonariver 1T REARTH D EEIZ LT-.

3. AR along & on DRI LT, EHDA 74—~ MIKRDGE) TIE along DFNEDHNCHKRTH D &
59. FORMIE, RS AT RO THIRWVER) O EESn026THA .

(i) Tear { along } the dotted line.

?70n

LovL, ROG) Tl on DFBBERTH D ET 5. ZIUTME L U TR LI SCTF RO & THEfi) 5
HAA—TTHZOBNDNOLTHD.

(i) Write your answer | ?along | this line.

L)

&AM, AT DIENTLE—LFRETIIRL, XDEITRWGEEZET 272513, along DARELIT
s Eng.

4. FEEOFARIUIT s TN D5E &, of JZHWLHERH LN, FrAE S NERE R & TR AR
TalX, slickoTREN, FrEEDEEYO X 5 IZEREEFFZ 720 GE1E, of AIZ L > TERIN DDA
B THD. John’s house D L 912, s ICKDFTHRBLCIIIAE Th D John SR & L TERL-D73, the bank
ofthe river D X 912 of M L AFTARILT, FrAENEAY CEEREDRWIGEE, Ira& Iy bsh, E
PR AT ZREENRIBENL B ANE ML D (CE. Fl(2002:54-59), TRH - {14(2008:156-157)).

E il i
AT r—~<> hE LTIWITEVZ, Christopher Pirotto, Sam Thomson, Bradford Lee, Justin Bailey M4 IZ
BILERL BT 5.

X 3

PRI - AR (2008) THESME L ERO ST BFFEt, H

FIE - (2002) [HGERESCO AT ) —IEA] SRER, HUT
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RIS (2010) [PEEERTEF OB E—SRM SRS - BEY L2 - DY - SERULF OB b —] 74
V=) a—g s, B

Palmer, H. E. (1972) A Grammar of English Words : One Thousand English Words and their Pronunciation, Together with
Information concerning the Several Meaning of Each Word, its Inflections and Derivatives, and the Collocations and Phrases
into which it Enters, T4, WL,

Pearson Longman (2009) Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (=LDOCE), 5th edition, Pearson Education, Harlow.

Quirk, R., S. Greenbaum, G. Leech and J. Svartvik (1985) A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language, Longman, London.

Simpson, J. (2009) Oxford English Dictionary (FOED), 2nd Edition, Version 4.0, CD-ROM, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

— 163 —



B along &2 HWEEH %  — 'The man walked along the river 13PN R A ? —

Tyler, A. and V. Evans (2003) The Semantics of English Prepositions : Spatial Scenes, Embodied Meaning and Cognition,
Cambridge University Press, New York.

RPN (1995) [HREDEMA—EUGRIIIIZE—] Jofit:, .

IIAYIER] (2000) [FRANEFRETHEL] < A LISHIM, HO.

(PR 30 4F 3 A 31 HZ#H)

— 164 —



