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The Origin of the Washi
~ A study of Historical Geograpy No.1 ~

Masami HAYASHI

There are three opinions about the origin of the Making the Washi (Japanese paper) ; The
First of them is that was brought by Doncho AD.610. He and his parties lived under the
protections of the Yamato Court and they made the washi.

They came to Japan in official way.

The second, many foreigner came from China and Korea at the time the ruin of their
countries, and privately landed on Japan, especially on the coast of the Japan sea.

They lived on the village among the mountains, and they taught their art of making paper.

That is, it was the informal way to Japan. This origin is older than the former, that is
AD.610.

The third, the mast typical one is that the Japanese paper had been already produced earier

than AD.610. The God of the paper is enshrined in Tokushinia prefecture now.
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