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An Analysis of the Efficiency of Water Resources Development

Seizo KOSEKI

As is generally known, water resources development in Japan began increasing with the
high rate of economic growth in the 1960’s. Consequently, at the present time, the rising
trend in costs is bringing about a water price differential between the water supply
utilities in the upstream municipalities and those in the downstream metropolises. This is
resulting from the drop in physical efficiency of the more recent water resources projects.

In this paper, therefore, the primary problems of redressing the water price differential
will be considered from the viewpoint of physical efficiency, or sharing development costs
between all users in the same form of water demand, because it seems that charging users
a fair water price from this viewpoint would curtail wasteful use of water and contribute

to its conservation.
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