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Some Fundamental Suggestions for Improving
Pronunciation of English. (I)

Mitsuharu OKUSHIMA

In the present writer' s opinion, the pronunciation of English is always the difficult
points for his Japanese students to master in his classes. If, in the case his students
are taught how to surmount the difficulties of English pronunciation theoretically and
practically in an earlier stages, their ability of speaking or hearing- English will be
gradually and steadily more improved.

It is essential for nonnative speaker of English to know the fundamental knowledge
of English proununciation for having a good command of English.

Here, the present writer has suggested serveral subjects for his students in relation to
English sounds, sound changes and stress, etc. The contents of the present paper are
as follows ;

Language formation period, For phases of language learning, Fundamental ability of
communication, Phonetics and phonology, Standard pronunciation, Phonetic symbols
and phonetic notation, its use and the ideas, The name of sound symbols, Sound
classification (1) voiced sounds and voiceless sounds, Sound dlassification (2)—Vowel and
consonants, semi vowel, Natural speed of speech, The use of schwa, The movements of

stress and its meaning.
VN RERBOVEMLEIERY

HEEBEBWT, RELSRERCH > T LELD S, KFEOELLE VT, & R&E
NFEREN—HLTWT, [—FM—XF] THoldon, BRVWEROHFT, BELEHF
OEICAR—F x4 U, iz, TidkxTie, ( ), ( Ie0 IBRETE, WHARELOD
BOFORERXEDLTLWI-DBREMREI NS,
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€ —pen, red, temn, send a —many, any
(e) el ] . .
€a —head, breath, stead ie —friend
a —came, made, same el —weigh, veil, eight
: : . . (ei)
(el] { ai —maid, plain ea—great, break

ay —may, play, pray

u —rule, music €W —new, few

00 —fool, moon ul —suit, juice
(u:) o —do, who oe —shoes

ou—group, soup | ough—through

- [—FM—LS) *FAETIRTESYHALTEE LEdhE, @ EEREE
DTRAELBEAXETH L EkB,

HEOREIL, HMERLIBOIEECZTOTFYRLLTV3H, HEREEIATCWARTREER
BRNLLOTHREDOFRSIEDb b Db H 5, Hlxid, night trainit(naittrain) > K
SN BNt IDOFEE X DDEL I 5[t IO TIL /e < (naitrain) & REELBHORET & /it
b0 HRELLINT, BEAVCHE 1Ot IXBEHIVTIV v, BHYTEDIZE?2
DLIDETH Do - T-tt-I>(-t -J& B2 THR, get awayls & & EE i (get-Swei)
ThH->THHEEKIL (gé-towel) TH 5, not at alldy [not-at-ol) EEEBINTH, BEHIT,

(no-ta-tol) & B, HARARIE M+ %+ | KB % 3. harmonica (ha:manika] (k#FGA)
IeES [h=rh) Kz 5,

LAFiX, t—linking, n—linking& O@ITH %,

i
in i in it
i 1t [ \/]
get in [get 11’1]
N’
sit on [sit on]
N’
like it {laik it]
N’
on it fon it]
N’
there is [Oear iz]
N’
take it [teik 1t]
N’
take away [teik owei]
N’

&CéT,7w77N7b®a,e,i,o.utgﬁ.&K%lek.ﬁkﬁﬁm%ib
LTL‘éo
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O FankRbTHM
[ei] —paper, become
(2] —man, hand
[a:] —dark, father
(o] —all, tall
[e] —any, many
[3] —ago, america

£ Dfth

BHFeDERDHTHEM
[i:] —he, even
[e] —pen, get
[ @] —moment, quiet
[ 1] —English, pretty
[3:] —her, person
[ea] —bear, there

* DAty

SNF i1 ORDHTHM
[al] —kind, time
[i] —did, mill
[i:] —marine, police
[ 9] —visible, possible

DAl

EHFonkbHTE(M
[ou] —go, home
[5] —god, dog
[5:] —often, oral
[A] —among, nothing
[u:] —do, move
[u] —women, wolf
[ 9] —second, ribbon

Dt

& HFuDRbHTHM

[ju:] —use, tune
—truth, sule

[u] —full, put
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[A] —but, cup

[i] —busy, business
[ e] —bury, burial

[ 91 —bonus, circus

£ DA
V REESDR

(i:]%No.1 (Jones®) ¥F &, [o)%schwa (& 2 7—) & hinverted “e” & LT &
BH-Th, ETORFERPTFERCH LTHFFEZLOZHBEL LA TRVt DT LITIER
EERRRD D0 RELEOEB OLTEH VWL P WEIE S, UL, 24~0ik
BESHAL LIAHRLERLFRERTH D, TR, —IEDEEAFOREYRTIBRER
HODTE &R\,

& H D
i ] eat [1:it] @ [1]

] it [it] o [i]

] open “e” ‘

| angle [&ngl] @ [z]

] ice [ais] @ [a]

1] art [ait] o [a:]
o1 ox [oks] & [0]

]

]

]

]

]

2: author [20:83] @ [o:]
u pull [pul] @ [u]

u: tool [tu:l] @ [u:]

A inverted “v”

[ o long schwa

[o1] long hooked schwa
[o] schwa

[a] hooked schwa
[el] aim [eim] @ [ei]
[au] oath [ouf] ® [au]
[ai] idea [aidia] @ [ai]
[au] cow [kau] @ [au]
[o1] oil [0il] @ [ai]
[19] ear [ia] @ [19]

[e9] air [e3] @ [e9]
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[ua] tour . [tus] @ [u9]

[aar] car [kaa] O [ao]

[02] order [oade] @ [o2]
HEBFEOEH

(71 vyacht [jot] & [i]

[w] week [wik] @ [w]

{F & D H
pen [pen] O [p]

|
[b] book [duk] @ [b]

] two [tu:] @ [t]

] doom [du:] @ [d]
[ k] cool [kul] @ [k]
[g] good [gud] & [g]
[s] saw [sci] @ [s]
[z] zoo [zu:] @ [z]
[f1 ship [fip] & [J]
[ 3] pleasure [ple3a] @ [3]
[ f] five [faiv] & [f]
[v] very [veri] @ [v]
[0] three [Ori:] @ [6]
[0] that [Jat] @ [0]
[r] read [ri:d] @ [r]
[h] hat [haet] ® [h]
[ts] cats [keets] @ [ts]
[dz] cards [ka:dz] o [dz]
[tf]  cheap [tfiip] @ [tf]
[d3]  joy [d3oi] @ [d3]
[m]  map [mep] O [m]
[n] night [nait] @ [n]
[p]  long [lon] @ [n]
[1] bell [bel] @ [l

v BAEO AEELEPE

—HODOFEH# (vocal chords) MEALTW A, T3 &M EATHIE, FHIIED
(vibration) B LTHBEORZX4ET D, HAHORBYHE>EXHFAEH (voiced sound)
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EHTH, AEOHKEYRBE, ThREFEFELD S,

“HROFHRBER TWARIIE, TORYEENEBL T, AHREDYRI AT, £50
EDEBTEDHRTH L, FHOBRB YOI VWFLESEE (voiceless sound) &HT 3,
BEOHS (BFEE) THABINTATIBERRESFERD 5,

I TRBRIAEFFELEFEFTOXINL, B, £ DEENBTLEH, FUMNLLDOT,
KB IZ Z ORICEMIIZ Vv, T EEYBBIERE LEBREAHEDHOARIASK
KDDL A, BEOHGERE VT, FFORALIRAELhZ IO, MEOFTORERT 7V
POERICETHEERBALTLHIILRIDDL, BEEREATRETS L bAREE L,

U E98H® BF (vowel) &FF (consonant)

1. & FH
BHRORBYH TR (BFH) %, O (oral cavity) W TR (obstruction) %
(stricture) %3213, K > CHJHEEESE (audible friction) %435 = & /e { #WTF (Articulation)
Licsa, “hi (vowel) E#HT 5,
BEZ, AHTHEHORBDIC LS EE] * T TABEARETIHETH AL, thxil
B TREEE] ERETHIORREFTTHD, B, AREAEEET L TXETH 5,
BHERIT, BfEE (simple vowel) & —H 3% (diphthong) O —HhH 5,
DE & &F— [, [l lel, (2] [a], bl [0 [ul, [ul] (sl [8], (5]
2) “HRBRH— [ei], [oul, [ai], [au], [0i], [id], [ea], [ua], [as], [09]

2. F i3

FHRBOARCHEAL, LENNEHTHECREYZT TCRELLES, ThYTH
(consonant) &¥3 5, 5T, BFELRAEOTHRAOBATE MBEE | TH A5,

FHERL, ABETEELEFTHEO MR 5,

DAAETEHE— [b], [d], (gl Im], [n] [0l [r], (11, [v], (0], [z], (3], [d3]
2)AETH— (pl, [t], [kl [f], [6], [sl, [JI. [h], [tf]

R, THOXBIOMIT, FRERSL, FRFLXIWIE ] DL TAKETRVITFY
EXVITFHERAET S,

FRECIEOHRPRTHRIC, REELLTOREETFHFELTOREANDY, BEE LTH-
ThEWL, THELELTH->THLIVWEVCOFELD D, THEBOAMIIT - E D L&
SHTREEMNTHAN, GRVEMAMBUTELIRELEST TR LV EWD HATRTFHENTH 5,
FECK-ST, TOZFOBMIELELTH 5,

fElE, REOEMELGS ATRESEFOMETSH D, FH (syllable) Ol icdhiims
WO RRBEHROMBE TS, BFFELEHADNBYRERALTCWAI Sk S, ZOKKI &
o, FRELDLFETHEIV HFHE B b T ICvocoild (FFFH) , contoid (FHH) &5
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LHEFE-TC [EDE] ¥ TH5FELDH 50
LR, B85 T3, b —8N7, H Sweetk XU, D. JonesBD5|HTH 5,

(H. SweetD 4 ¥

§ 651 If the vocal chords, which are stretched across the inside of the throat, are kept

apart so that the air can pass throygh with but little hindrance, we have breath.

§ 653 If the mouth-passage is narrowed so as to cause audible friction — that is, a hissing

or buzzing sound — a consonant is produced.

§ 654 If the mouth-passage is left so open as not to cause audible friction, and voiced

breath is sent through it, we have a vowel.

§ 655 Some consonants have hardly any friction when voiced, and are called vowel-like

consnants.
— New English Grammar part 1 — 1891 (T#5, %E#H)

{D. JonesD4r ¥

§82 The vocal cords are capable of acting in much the same way as the lips of the mouth.
Thus they may be held wide apart, they may be closed completely, or they may be
held loosely together so that they vibrate when air passes between them. When they
are held wide apart (i.e. when the glottis is open) and air passes between them, the
sound produced is called breath. When they are drawn near together and air is forced
between them so that they vibrate, the sound prodeced is called voice. If the false
vocal cords are drawn towards each other leaving only a narrow space for the air
to pass between them, the resulting sound is one variety of whisper. It is believed
that certain positions of the glottis intermediate between those for breath and voice
give rise to other varieties of whisper.

§ 88 Most ordinary speech-sounds contain either breath or voice. Those which contain
breath are called breathed or voiceless sounds, and those which contain voice are called
voiced sounds. Exmples of breathed sounds are f, s; examples of voiced sounds are
v, 2z, b, and the vowels.

§89 When people speak in a whisper, whispered sounds are substituted for all the voiced
sounds, the breathed sounds remaining unaltered.

§96 Every speech-sound belongs to one or other of the two main classes known as Vowels
and Consonants.

§97 A vowel (in normal speech) is defined as a voiced sound in forming which the air
issues in a continuous stream through the pharynx and mouth, there being no obstruction

and no narrowing such as would cause audible friction.
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§98 All other sounds (in normal speech) are called consonants.

W Natural SpeedDFEB — BEOBWEH

KEREFEL L RBTHIHEI VML, T2V b OBhhATLWATFMIZHIT -2 HEhY
ARTREL, £5TLRVEMRALCHES, ULABKCTRESRETIZLTHD, ¥40R
BEEHVCTWTED DL T &3, BVETESVWERORIY IR -2 hE23vwAk, £51
THREOLELREWIETHD, BT, BRF 2R -FHLAKBEO 71 DO
RELTWID, T THRO¥ES 555 (Article) , FifEf (Preposition) ByBhid (Auxiliary
verb) 4G (Pronoun) 7 K%M XHWTHMOFBEAXOER, Axid, HEH, &H &

— An outline of English Phonetics —

i, BEAIMEELALEOIRRSENRFLTELZ L TH S,

W-oT, WIEBFD XD IHEER, HBEREFLLRING, T-48D0hTREIRS,
RBELLTL, £S5 LTHLEIhTENERTD S, MERIKKLTHE I W LAY BRI
ARTHED T, BOEFEZME L, LhL, XM I ->TE, ¥EIF/ELHEGS

EDG, BUEHAWTREINDIZLLDHDOTERLET S,

am
an
and
are
as

at
been
but
can
could
did
do
does
for
from
had

i

#

(strong form)

[ei]
[2em]
[2en]
[eend]
[a:]
[ez]
[eet]
[bin]
[bat]
[keen]
[kud]
[did]
[du:]
[daz]
[f2:]
[from]
[haed]

—320—

55 i

(weak form)

(3]

[am], [m]
[en], [n]
[ond], [on]
[5]

[5z], [z]
[5t]

[bin]

[bat]
[kon], [kn]
[kad], [kd]
[dad], [d]
[da], [d]
[daz], [dz]
[fal, [f]
[from], [frm]
[had], [(ad]
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has {heez] [haz], |az]
have [haev] [hav], [av]
he [hi:] [hi], [i]
her [ha:] [hal, [3]
him [him] [im], [m]
his [hiz] liz]

into [intu:] [inta]

is [iz] (z]

it [it] (t]

me [mi] (mi]

must [mast] [mast], [msmst]
my [mai] [mai], [m3]
nor [no:] [mo]

of [ov] [ev], [v]
off [0:f] [of]

or [o:] (4]

shall [feel] [fal], (1]
she [fi:] i1, Ul
should [fud] [Jad], [/d]
such [sat]] [satf]

than [0zen] [6em], [On]
that [0=et] [0at], [Ot]
the [01:] [09], [0]
their [0ea] (03]

them [0em] [0om], [Om]
to [tu:] (ta]

up [ap] (sp]

upon [epon] [span]

us [as]{woz] [as], [s]
was [woz] [waz], [wz]
we [wi:] [wi]

were [war] [wal, [3]
who thu:] (hu], [u:]
whom [hu:m] [hum]
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whose [hu:z] [huz]

will [wil] [wall, [l]
would [wud] [wad], [d]
you [in:] [ju]

your [jual (i3]

DX IBHOBBEHERRROC4DED, KOLH A THEBE L TABPDLBEWHETH S,
G D AT LI
=517 §8¥¢ i

- - P

Who are you?

Where are you from ?

half an hour.

Go to bed.

Where is my hat ?

Go to the town.

What is it for?

Time for bed.

Il in bed.

Cold as ace.

Write it down.

Give him soon.

(SIS D /N 2 — V)
I 551 557 Y

- - P

Give her a book.
Give me a time.
Show me the way.
Leave me alone.
What is the time?
Sing her a song.

Come for a tennis.
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Send him a card.
Top of the class.
Not before tea.
Meet him tonight.
Lend her a book.
Come up at once.
Show me the way.
Got to the train.
Go to the cottoge.

I 77t brOBHEEKROE{L

f-t2Bicgreend house XY B I N TV 50, —HMORAFMAETH 5. [griin haus] ERF
T50DE, [grin haus] ERBETHHBATH S, MER THE] EWHEKRTHY, BHER TR
BORYFEBSTK] Eledo
LUF, CoL>_HBrREIh, ERIERLIALEFTAL S,
_— black bird (BW8B)
"> blackbird (D <R)
a brief case (i B 7o 3 4)
a briefcase O bhiZA)
a strong box (EA 7 F8)
a strong-box (&H)
an English teacher (ERADKE)
an English teacher (EFEDOEAE)
a white house (AVWZ)
the White House (KEHEES)
sleeping boy (B> TWB4%)
sleeping car (BHH)
smoking room (K TES>TWHHE)
smorking car (W2 E)
dining girl (FEgb i)
dining room (RH)
glass case (H 7 ABDH)
glass—case (7 AEANRDH)
dark room (Bs\LHER)
dark room (RE=)

® P ® ] ] ® ®©

AANANAAANNNA

]
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4]

® ® ] © ®

AAANNANN

s

short story
short-story
plain accident
plane accident
swimming fish
swimming-pool
fishing boy
fishing village
walking dictionary
walking stick
writing master
writing master
toy factory
toy factory
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(V- EE)

(G aE)
(X< B 5HEK)
(RITEOHH)
BTV B R)
(F—=n)

(B> bH% LT3 TH)
(FaH)

(£ EF5| &)

(mZ)

(BFo%kt)
(FHEEBVTWBEA)
(B3 b eTH)

(B3 Lo TTELIH)

LAEDf, XHTY XLADBRTT 7Y FONEBLBE T304 55,

—

I

r—

f—

—

Bl E,

good thing
a very good thing

— Her age is fourteen.

fourteen boys

1 saw her in the afternoon.

afternoon calls

He was quite ubknown.

an unknown man

He is a Japanese.

A downstairs room

L He is a Japanese boy.

— The room is downstairs.

Her work 1s firstclass.

Her firstclass work

DI, KBk KEE

FFEAM, KEBHEEE, 1982 »B8K,
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HENE

AR TR, KEFHEHBEOPRT, £& LTHFYRLE LEEANLERCR VL TERE L,

Sl EHL, AEOT—<RBRWT, #ix, H# (Intonation) , 7% (Stress) , V X4
(Rythm) 72 X&>WT, Ktk (2) & LTRERXRLL VL EEL TV 5,

AMBERC Y, TEHIT, B, BIEEEEO THRLEEEAM], TEREKRERRR],
KB THEKE ] CBEBRIN L THRX], TE3#K%/ -], TRERX KERASHN
£\,

O, EENBBKESE I LIERALENOENFRHM LT, TIREDTHRBOREY
FLET, ik, ¥, HRIBOEEWT, ERRCEZARLLESL D TEN, EbR#MFEsy L
TWAHERPC, BBV sTelidb S0 BVWETOT, #WEXYEELLWEEVWET, £
H LIz, SBBEBA T LRBEDTHTELWEELTWE T,

FE P E XM
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