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Seeking for the True Picture of Hegel’s
Thought on Ethics in his Jena Period
(1) Freedom and Community. concerning the two
opposing interpretations of the one thesis that the
supreme community is the supreme freedom

Akifumi Bojoh

In the first year of his Jena period (1801—7), Hegel published his so—called ‘Difference
Treatise’, in which he made a critical description of Fichte's systematic view of
community and as the result stated that the supreme community is the supreme
freedom (Die hochste Gemeinschaft ist die hochste Freiheit). This statement, in my
view, is not to be regarded as Hegel's own idea of ethical freedom, but as his critical
insight into the essence of Fichte's community theory. A large number of the Japanese
Hegelians, however, have seen in this statement Hegel’s own assertion of freedom, and
on this assumption some scholars have made up their pictures of Hegel Philosophy.

In my previous paper “I Dare to Ask ‘Can the Supreme Community be the Supreme
Freedom ? ' —Fichte’' s Conception of Community and Hegel’s Criticism.—1980,” I set
forth my interpretation of the thesis, the viewpoint of which is, obviously, just the
opposite of the current interpretation which has long been taken for granted. And the
more deeply I read Hegel's originals, the more confident 1 have grown of the validity
of my view. I contend, therefore, that these two opposing interpretations of one thesis
are wholly incompatible with each other and that this antinomy should not be left
unsolved. So, after eight long years, favored once again with an academic career, 1
have felt it my duty to resume philosophical pursuits and start afresh with the
problem 1 was obliged to leave unfinished.

The present paper aims at further elucidation of Hegel' s critcism and at confirmation

—457—



BHIEXEAXFWHERE $£195 1989

of my point of view by confuting the opposite argument represented by prof. Hisatake
Kato, Chiba University, in his book ‘The Formation and Principle of Hegel Philosophie,
1980’ , thus trying to establish the sound ground for Hegel's consistent criticism

against Fichte's formal theory of natural rights.
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