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A Case Study of English Teaching Methods at This University

Tetsuro Katagiri

There are various ways of teaching English, for example: Translation Method, Direct
Method, Phonetic Method, Psychological Method and even the Silent Method.

How to teach English is just as important as what to teach. Textbooks should be an
enjoyable media between how to teach and what to teach. The most important thing to
remember is that we can have a great influence through our teaching methods, which
are advantageous for all students. Students’ abilities vary not only in their English but
also basic learning and attitude year to year.

Both long and short term goals should be given to students. Keen interest and
intention should be maintained while providing basic English ability. Prior to this,
students’ mature learning attitude should be established before starting class.

This is a brief overview of my English teaching method that I have adopted at this

university.
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. TEXTBOOK

110 KEY POINTS IN LEARNING ENGLISH (Katagiri, 2002)

. GOALS FOR THIS CLASS ARE THAT:

(1) English can be read aloud.

(2) English is understood by using an English dictionary.

(3) The four fundamental skills of English are attained.(Listening,
Speaking, Reading and Writing)

. SUBJECTS(modern English)

Current English, General English and Basic English

. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS (in case of Current English)

More than 1/3 of all classes a year must be attained.

ie.: 1st semester 15 classes + 2nd semester 15 classes = 30 classes a year

30 classesa X 1/3 = 10 classes

. PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS

(1) Diligence

(2) Prepare and review.

(3) You must use an English dictionary.
(4) Read aloud.

(5) Never disturb other students learning.

. MY TEACHING ATTITUDE

I am relaxed but firm, and warm-hearted.
Welcome to sit at front of classroom and to ask questions and share opinions
anytime.

EVALUATION (Select one of the two courses as follows.)

(1) Ability Course (the range of the exam is not limited.)

(2) Learning attitude + Ability Course (the range is quite limited.)

If you choose ( 2)Learning attitude + Ability Course, it will be as follows.

(A+B)

E= — (585X + 3Y) +Z + T = 50(%)

E = the evaluation

A=the marks of the former examination
B = the marks of the latter examination
X = the number of classes absent

3L=X (L =a latecomer)

Y = the number of attendances without a dictionary
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Z = the number of your remarks(excellent opinion, idea ,impression,
kind act etc.)
T = small tests / quizzes(1 ~ 5)
8. RANGE OF EXAMINATION QUESTIONS (specify before the test)
(1) Translation(English into Japanese)
(2) Comprehension Exercise(grammar)
(3) Basic new English words in the textbook(40 words)
(4) Insert a suitable word into the blank.
(5) Some applied questions

¥ 2 (In order to be a good teacher of English)

w_to be d her

1. How to be a better teacher
Teachers should make their lesson interesting so that students don’t fall asleep.
A teacher must love his/her job. If he/she really enjoys his/her job that will make
the lessons more interesting.

2. Students’ impression
Students like a teacher who has his/her own personality and doesn’t hide it from
the students so that he/she is not only a teacher but a person as well — and it
shows through the lessons.
Students like a teacher who has lots of knowledge, not only of his subject.
A good teacher is an entertainer and they mean that in a positive sense, not a
negative sense,

3. Characteristics of a good teacher
A good teacher is somebody who has an affinity with the students that they are
teaching.
A good teacher should try and draw out the quiet ones and control the more
talkative ones.
A good teacher should be able to correct people without offending them.
A good teacher is .someone who helps rather than shouts.
A good teacher is someone who knows his students’ names.
A good teacher learns how to manage students and how to control boisterous

classes which is one of the fundamental skills of teaching.
(Fr144E12 A 2 H % 8)
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