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MR. MOKICHI SAITOH’S “APPEARANCE OF LIFE” IN HIS
POETICAL WORK “TOMOSHIBI” (A LIGHT) (1)

Ichijiro Higashide

Today it is said that Mr.Mokichi Saitoh is a greater poet than any other poet in Japan,
because of his enormous literary achievements. His first complete works (starting on May
5th in 1952) and the 2nd (January 13th in 1973) which were published by Iwanami
Bookstore.

He could be called a literary immortal in the Meiji, Taisho, and Shouwa periods,
considering his 17 volumes of poetical works (18,000 poems) including “Shakkou”, a
literary review of poetry on “Douba mango” (9th to 14th volumes of his complete works),
his essays including “Nenju-shuu” (the 5th to 8th), his notes and diarys (the 27th to
32nd), a study on “Kakinomotonohitomaro” (5 volumes) and other study books &
commentaries.

Many study books on Mr.Mokichi Saitoh, who lived his life for his tanka (Japanese verse)
art activities, have continued to be published after his death. I have more than 250 copies.
Even now we can learn a great deal from his works.

In “An Introduction of Mr.Mokichi Saitoh” edited and written by Takeo Fujioka, who
observed judging from his literary style that there were four lofty peaks in his 17 volumed
poetic works. The first lofty peak can be seen both in his poetic work  “Shakkou” and the
second “Aratama”. The 2nd peak occurs in the 6th poetical works “Tomoshibi”, after
Saitoh studied abroad in Europe. This observation has interested me a great deal.

In this manuscript I will research Mr.Mokichi Saitoh’s lyricism and spirit through his
poetic works “Tomoshibi” from his tankas, diarys, essays. I am researching in his works
“On appearance of life” and “On an expression of life in the unification between nature and
self attainning spiritual illumination.” I will study this subject keeping in mind Saitoh’s
view-point of “nature, climate, and gods & buddhas” in his life.
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