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A Comparative study on Decategorization of Composite Verb between
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Japanese and Chinese

Yuewu Chen Yujie Wang

Abstract

Decategorization is one type of grammaticalization. Decategorization refers to the phenomenon changing
from major category (noun) to intermediate category (adverb and adjective) and finally to non-major
category (preposition, auxiliary verbs etc.). This paper, in view ofadverbialization, analyzes and compares
the similarities and differences between the adverbialization of Chinese and Japanese compound verbs.
Then, it concludes that in Chinese and English, compound verbs tend to become degree adverbs, which is
used to emphasize the degree in written and oral Japanese, yet to focus on expressing meaning of extremity

usually in oral Chinese.
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