HADEKEMIZHT 22— (1)
GERK D)

B OE B A

A CONSIDERATION OF THE SACRED USE OF SPRING WATER
IN BAPTISM IN JAPAN (2)
(The Belief of Holy Water)

Shigenori HIROBE

Man cannot survive without water. From the beginning of civilization, man could not
settle where there was no water. Ancient peoples recognized the importance of fire and
water in their lives. This can be seen all over the world.

Ancient peoples’ conception of holiness was a concrete one, closely connected to their
everyday lives, not simply an abstract ideal. In ancient literary works, such as “Fudoki”,
wells providing man with spring water were given the honorary prefixes “mi” and “dai”.
Wells were worshipped as gods, as they were essential to the life of the ancient Japanese
people. The perception of spring water as being sacred stems from its ultimate, two-fold

importance for agriculture and human life.
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