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FREEDOM FROM OPPRESSION
“What is meant by ‘Fu cheng’ (Floting Town)”

Reimi HORI

Japan recently seems to take a narrow view of an industrial development in coastal regions
of China as a result of attaching too much importance only to the expansion of its economic
interest.

There are some voices saying, “Chinese government overcame the Tien An Men incident
in 1989. The measure was inevitably taken by the government at that point of time.”

Differentials in economic development (e.g. emerging of many jobless and homeless inland
farm workers called ‘blind stream’), corruption of leaders, expatriation of young people -such
problems are still left unsolved, with none of trauma in the minc of people unhealed resulting
in less and less trust in the government.

What will become of Chinese people, if they lose centripetal force because of growing
mutual distrust? The novel “Fu cheng” or “Floating Town” can be considered as depicting the
despair of people to the tomorrow of China. Let us think about the apprehensions felt by
sensible Chinese about the past and future of the country focussing upon the novel by Liang

-Xiaosheng.
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