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Seeking for the True Picture of Hegel’s
Thought on Ethics in his Jena Period

(2) Organism and Mechanism, Concerning the way of Hegel's

criticism against Fichte’s theory of state

Akifumi Bojoh

My previous paper centered largely on the way in which to ascertain the truth
and falsehood of the one thesis that the supreme community is the supreme freedom.
From what 1 expounded there, it may justifiably be said that 1 confuted, or at least
explained away, the opposite viewpoint of interpretation as groundless and wide of
the mark as well.

Against this enunciation, however, there will inevitably be raised an objection by
the counterinterpreter that even if this thesis may be identified with the one which
Hegel described as the core proposition of Fichte’s community theory, yet one must
still hold on to the very fact that Hegel criticized Fichte 's mechanized state exactly
from his own standpoint of living organism of ethical totality. Furthermore, it will go
on to argue that, unless seen from this juxtaposed standpoint of organism versus
mechanism, Hegel's criticism  will lose all its significance as well as its validity and
that what he intended by this criticism will turn out to be of no avail and to
no purpose whatever.

Confronted with this apparently convincing, but far from true argument, 1 cannot but
wonder if it can be true that Hegel should have made such an immediate ~and
one -sided criticism against Fichte, for, to the best of my knowledge, it was evidently
Fichte himself who first attempted to establish the theory of an organic state, which I
am sure Hegel later took up and criticized as a complete failure.

Here again, as is seen, these two opposing interpretations are in clear contradistinction
to each other and totally incompatible. So, in this paper against the inevitable

objection most likely to be raised, 1 think 1 have got to answer back as follows: -
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