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A Consideration of the Sacred Use of Spring Water
in Baptism in Japan (3)
(The Belief in Sake)

Shigenori HIROBE'

[t is natural that man thinks the best {sake) can be made if he makes {sake) consecrated
to God from holy and pure water. Originally, in ancient times, {(sake) was the water of
worship with strange holy water, so that man upon drinking it steeps himself in ecstasy, in
a sort of inspirational situation. Because a situation like this is believed to be the most
suitable to seek God’s will, {(sake) is holy spring water and was made only when man
worships God. However, as time passed, this meaning was forgotten. What kind of holy
ability did this {sake) include ?

The history of (sake), its effect, medical (sake), the woman who presides over sake

brewing, that is to say, the origins of Japanese ancient religion are discussed herein.
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