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Seeking the True Picture of Hegel’s Thought on Ethics in his Jena Period
(6) Speculation and Dogmatism

Concerning the So-called Substantial Relation as Transcendental Principle
Akifumi BOJYO

As is commonly known, the publication of Kant’s ‘Critique of Pure Reason’ brought about
the Copernican revolution or fundamental turnover in the world of thought of the late 18th
century. Fichte, who allegedly succeeded to Kant’s Transcendental Philosophy, elabolated it
into more orderly system with far more logical radicality. He called his philosophy ‘Trans-
zendentaler Kritizismus’ and opposed sharply, among other things, to Spinoza’s metaphysics
of substance. In Fichte’s view, all that is truly real must be sufficiently grounded on the
principle of the absolute identity of ‘Ich=Ich’, while any other theory of reality transcending
the immanent realm of the Subject is to be regarded as totally beneath the true science of
knowledge.

Seen from this viewpoint, the whole system of Spinoza’s absolute substance was to Fichte
nothing less than a typical theory of transcendent realism, a castle in the air, as it were, built
up out of sheer hallucination. Fichte stressed the importance of realizing that in the last
analy-sis what Spinoza contemplated as the absolute substance should essentially be taken as
the ‘I 'or the ‘Subject’ in the strict sense of the definitions in his philosophy. In passing it is
one of the most intriguing themes in the history of modern philosophy to clarify what is
implied in the transition of Truth from Substance onto Subject.

On the other hand, however, Hegel criticized harshly in his ‘Difference Treatise’ those
aspects of Fichte’s Philosophy whose development into philosophical system would run

counter to the principle of absolute identity and give hirth to genuine dogmatism. He pointed
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out that although there appeared to be no other relation so conspicuous in dogmatism as
causal relation or even reciprocity, the truth was that the real relation of speculation, i.e.
substantial relation was its transcendental principle, out of which philosophical dogmatism
would inevitably come into being. If this view of Fichte’s Philosophy is correct, it follows that
there lay a factor hidden in his Transcendentalism which necessitated this philosophy to grow
up to be just the opposite of what it asserted to be.

In this paper we wish to throw a light on the problem of how Fichte’s Philosophy, based
on the transcendental principle of substantial relation, could not but turn into the dogmatic

philosophy that he himself had so much wished to put an end to.
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