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The Recognition of the City Space in “Midoukanpaku-ki”

Hikari Sasaki

In Japan, about 1200 years ago, the capital named Heiankyo was laid out in a
grid pattern. However, it started changing to accomodate the needs and wishes
of its residents. The Heiankyou city began to expand both eastwards and
northwards, at the beginning of the latter half of the 10th century. In the first
half of the 11th century, many buildings were built on its outskirts, and a new
big street was constructed of the eastside of Heiankyo, and alleys were on the
increase not only inside but also outside of the city. In this way, Heiankyo had
taken on a new aspect.

In my research, I tried to find out a recognition of the city space in a diary
written by Fujiwara-Mitinaga in about the 11th century as “Midoukanpaku-ki’
As a result of it, it became clear that the auther was not interested in the
Nisikyo area where he had no person who was influential to his political condition.
The recognition of the city space of this auther was based not on the pure spatial

conception but on a certain personal connection.
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