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Parallelism in Columns of the New York Times
Kunio KAWAKAMI

This paper deals with the use of parallelism in columns of the New York Times as an
important category of the rhetoric of repetition. A study of this kind constitutes one
step in compiling a textbook on writing for college students and adults with a more
advanced knowledge of English.

The examples of parallelism included in this study are taken from essays by three
renowned columnists of the New York Times which appeared in the newspaper issued be-
tweenl April 1 and May 31, 1995. These examples have been classified into groups ac-
cording to form and grammatical structures. The use of this writing technique has then
been discussed with a view to its future use as a model for writing English.

Even though sixteen essays with excellent examples of parallelism have been closely
analyzed, because of space limitation, examples from only three articles, one each
columnist, have been presented in this paper as samples.

1. EANE

AEAACE-T, RBOXELZEEHOEEL VEER, EBRESICBOVTHELRDRCH
BOLH, BEPLEHOGED-DICHERRBNTRENODHIXENETSHILTHASI.

TDEIBLET, bolbR¥IARIEE, BRNTVIER, FENERTHD L, RIN
DRALKHRTHHIE, FLTRENZATHRZEL, BRETHS.

LHL. XEOFXFH, ThE2SURLBFAATOAMTH UL, TORFEZEFOMIZE,
NELTHEEOERMNA-TLS. AULABDOXETH., AFLLIDVZTANSNTT, X
VHFEADNEHDEIIIZT DI, SSITRHINOTERLEBIIZH>TLS 3.

Hk, TN ol rhetoric ELTHESN, RRHFCNERE LU TRBLEREINTER. L
MLENSNEIC, HEVICHE, EMIEFRCED. HROEEOERREELND, FKO,
=%k % communication OEMEHEEZTIBRNMNHDIENDI T &, FHE DITEMHNR

* FHE
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NENRNBEOEENE, BEFOEELITHLTRDOLIZRLIEZLL T, EEZBEINS
imAidH oz, Uhl, BHRIZBLTSHS rhetoric ODEEX /LD, exd " <omnxl”
DFER, 7 k" OROBFHAL, XEPREZTIEDICERARLRODODELTITFODATHS.

K, writing DETINVEMD—DE LT The New York Times @ editorial % column
ERALTERE. 2LT, Tho2EHHABL, FRHOYREHTEH1-0I12, TRS5OXEIC
Roh2SBEHEOT K, #%%, 972bb diction, style, rhetoric IZBLO %65 HEWSE
ZiTHoT&El. FBIE, XEFO—FO@EMZEALZD, HIRZEDDLLZDHDOFERELTO
T KOMALT (repetition) DEFIED—DTH S parallelism ZHhOICHERREITH-. &
WTIE, FOO5, New York Times D= ADFELZL columnist @ column ZHRICZDEED
RElEaRa LR gEL 0.

II. Parallelism

XEDHHHEDERAL, HREBLSTHIFRELTO 7 <OMAL" OFEDRINT, &
HMOBHOTIE, EHRTIEBOEROZTEEAZD alliteration ©, A—XEOHT, FU
keyword ZMELHHRVIET, HFEFVEKT repetition ERFINTHWEHONLASN TS,
LML, IR DNTEITIREBELTVWS., (BHTERENELESE2 35,1994) 2T,
SEld, HPHELEXOBMNTORE, YEEWOETITODNS 7" <OMXL” (F0O%L
W, XEMICE-FE3ENMOMEE S, JKWEKT parallelism EIFEN D) ITHRER
o TEE, AHEfT>TW5S.

Parallelism ¥ L, YT EMINMELIBTINTNEHOT, BEUOBROREH 5 W
BHKT2ERONE, HRICE->T, TNH5Z2EEL. ERPAIREZMDDI ZEEHNET S
XEHETHS.

Parallelism OFEDSHE -
1) NEOHEMNSETDE, LOESFBIIRINTVAEIICIDIZKAMEINS.
(1) EFEAA T ( synonymous parallelism)
Ex. In her sleep, Lily Margulels still hears /the dogs barking in the night and /
the German soldiers shouting "Dirty Jew.”  (Synonymous: Holocaust Survivors;
May 2, 1995)

(2) MWWt (antithetic parallelism)
Ex. They are the guardians of memories /too terrible to describe and /too impor-
tant not to. (Antithetic: Ibid.)



Za—3 =7 A LRXDTTLHEHONS “parallelism”

2) O EMNSHETDHERD5 BRI,
A £<ELCA, @i, XOKDMALIZRBR>TNR3EHD.
(ZDEDIBRERETO parallelisn OFWISERMED IS LOPF TR —HHRD
5730, LML —RIZAE—FTIE, DROVVDAZAICHVWLENTVSHDTHS. A
%13 Winston Churchill % Martin Luther King, Jr. ®AE—F%)
B) MUE, Fr-R@dmrkcdEIcydD, A9, fMi, XOKOMALKE>TVWSHD. I
13 FE ¥ T anaphora EHEENS.
0) MUE, ZEmz, a°H, XCU)‘PFEH;BO%)O)G)< OMALIZRBRO>TVEHOD.
D) ﬁbéﬁ Fr-idEaE, A0E, XOKRBIZHDHDDKOMALIZE>TNREHOD.
TREEEFHSE T epiphora EHFRENS.
F) AL, QB0 0N LIFRnD, XEHECHE LOBEOR TR -2
HETHY., FhENOEK, RAENFEE-IME SRREOMRICHZ TP, #,
YD OMA LI TNWSHD.

II. FROBRESE

A, R

ABFZIZ New York Times @ 3 A® columnist @ column T, 1995%D4 &5 A N.Y.T.
FErERIN-HOEHEMNSELTWS. 3 A, William Safire, A M.Rosenthal £L
T Ahthony Lewis T&%. N.Y.T.#& LT colunn ZFNTWS columnist IMITHRANND.
D3 ARRAEEMAI, Safire, Rosenthal DFBIE, BEINIFBNEEHETNI L.
51z Safire WRIIC. N.Y.T. # EiZ "0n Language” &W1D essay @@L TV THRROT A
UHICBTESBEROHON R IEOENMELERF O TVE Yy —FUALNTHEIE. &
BEF= ) UKD speech writer THo7-EBEHFD.  Rosenthal &1 2 FPER
FOKRRERBRTRIEETLOEEE NY.T. HOREREHBD TULRTITHDI L.
Anthony Lewis IZB&EIh2HEKIDRLB- LM, BREOLXETHY, RIS INVIRDRE
BTHREGONIETISNTVT, MO-ALIHBEHTHEANSRAL. RO FATH
BLEXREARDEIELHS. FENE, Churchill BELELE-IZBHEKT, ZDRBIEFIC
Mo, Churchill KDOWTOFHEBHHS. &b Safire 124 HIRD right wing &R
72 &N, Rosenthal BHEPLCHEHFOTHS.

BWENHREL -7~ column ZKRDFED THS.

William Safire: A. M. Rosenthal:
1 Gambling Fever (April 10) 1 Cover-Up Chronology (April 4)
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Iraq’s Ton of Germs (April 13)
The 25% Solution (April 20)

The Paranoid Style (April 27)
Of Horses and Candidates (May 4)

552655

1996

Dole in Bosnia (Aprill8)
Clinton Does His Duty (April 28)
Naming the Enemy (May 9)

Voyage of the Damned (May 29)

[S2 TS 3 B R VG I A

Using Our Brains (May 18) Why Only Bosnia? (May 31)

Not Just Memories (May 29)

~N O U AW

Anthony Lweis:

1 Israel:A New Voice (April 10)
2 Farewell to Hollywood (May 12)
3 Friends of Fraud (May 22)

B. Hik:
1) & column f#iZ, HWLWHRNTWS parallelism OFMAERY, column O 1 ILEIZE
BL, DOWTENSLZRO=ZDDOBAMNSHEAL, TNENIT label ZfFF5.
a) &, @, X, WTNOBHTDO 7 <OMAL” THaHMh,
b) synonymous parallelism, antithetic parallelism OWTHNDHETH DM,
c) B2ETYT Ticnz, BRXNSRESED A 30U E) OWTRIZERT 5.

2) 4 ® colum DERESIN-AFO2EE, 4, @, XOBEPMIIHEL, YIV—T7C
FEHE IO29TBHZLICEST, MEBOFHBEZHARDII L. ELa0HOR
MO OMNZLOBEICRARSND —EDNRY—2EHSNIT L ENBHITIEo .
EEOBRSNZEABTHE, LRBOFEICEI> TERLEZHBEOEBREDEEEFDOE
FHEDLZEIARETHD. EHRBETEIEO—K, £HEND columist DY X
IS 1wODERZELTEDHT, ENHOFT parallelism MEDLDITHWS
NTVEINEFRTZIEITTS.

BRBBRYIO, BRARFIEHEKA parallelism ORBAMNE SN S, Safire @ column 12D
WTIE—D0HBEL T, XOFEMITHH, RELLZWL.

IV. f£% column IZBITHHEFADSHT
[ WILLIAM SAFIRE: 6. NOT JUST MEMORIES (May 29)]
IO LWRAEAZTARBIC Hawaii TiTrd/z Memorial Day DS %2 BM L =k IZHE

M=, Safire iZ Memorial Day M-I X SMEEDOHE LR /=X, TOEEZFSI>HELTHK
HNRTHNDIIRLT, ¥53NAZHICFEINTWVWS, V-J(Victory over Japan)Day 3H
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IZFHEEE P veteran OMIZRADRBESHICEED T, BHEBENRE I o 7=ONERLED L
SICHENTFONZONE, BEVHROALICEVREZIHE, BRI EZHICLARTIE S
WEFRERL TS,

*S-6-1 (3 phrases - synomymous — B ) + ( 3 phrases - synonymous - E)
V-J+50 vears is a time /to re-experience, /to understand and /to profit from the

greatest event of this century; the victory of the free world over the forces
of/ Germany' s Naziism, / Italy’s Fascism and / Japan's militaristic imperialism.

Note: Z CTCHWLWSNTWS label ™ $-6-1" 13- DMt Safire D No.6 @ colusn PP TRHEND 1 HBD parallelism D@ETHD
LERLTWS. BUERD label "3 phrases” X DA pharase ITWOEITHETHD T &%, “synonymus™ ZEKARICBL THME
MESFETHDIEE. FLT "B B0, BERLOSBRICBVTETRDOERICBVTHE—ROQOBRDIELNBSNS type D

parallelism THBH I LERT.

TOWEBERT S E. BIE T tine 2EETH AR EMA4A 3@N, #FETIHI forces DEBZE
T HFAANIBELEBEINTNS.

* $S-6-2 ( 2 sentences - synonymous - C )
/Unfortunately, the moment is being lost again by a failure of vision.

/The three-day event in Hawaii is being planned by the Defense Department.

T2 XXMES LT synonymous parallelism 72D EBbhahd LR, &I, R
BORBIZEHT V-J Day OBBENEDNTVRHEVHEFOHRHOXRHTHD, BEWI, £
OBBEILT, COHNEBE IR THRZEENBAHORSHELLTULNAERETT STV
WEEOTWEDTHS. fHoTID2XE, BALLEKRAENS S parallel {Za>TW1D
EEAXD.

* S-6-3 (3 clauses - synonymous - ()
/ Ceremonies will be held at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific;
/ 20,000 veterans and armed service members will parade;
/ salutes will be offered to uniformed representatives of countries involved in or
touched by the war.

THNSO3IWEOE 1T, MEICRUHEERE> TWBbITEARWL. ZLii, 81, %3
OXOBFRAEREHOZHBRTHIOICHL, HE2OXREFE, RERFHOEHKITL-T
w3, bL, TOXH, "Parades will be held ....... T EWHRITHRo TR, Ih
5=#@ parallelisn BRIZLDIZ-ZNTBTH A, £, 3D0GPXNEAICENIN
TVWBEEIE, FOTVFOIBED—DINERICE>TNWS. ZhiZ, EBEN-HTIODAL
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DRNBRERDIZNS, i, BBROTHEAZIRT -V EVSIEERNASTHASS.
* S-6-4 ( 2 sentences - synonymous — C ) & (2 phrases - antithetic - C )

/ The centerpiece will be the speech of the president of the United States aboard
the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson, with the Arizona in the background.

/ Bill Clinton will stand in the spotlight during three days of military pageantry,
with no other world leaders present,
X2 Tid synonymous D TH DM, with THESMHERRZ LD TRFAGOES T
antithetic KR DEEDOKHAEHMHUNIDHONTND. EXTHHEEZ I YUY YA TRIN
TWh5,

* $-6-5 (3 clauses - synonymous— E)
/ The decision not to invite the president of the Philippines (Bataan, Corregidor)
is dismaying;
/ the absence of Britain's prime minister and the leaders of Commonwealth and other

nations that helped win the war is an affront to history;

/ the failure to invite the prime minister of Japan wastes an opportunity for re-

conciliation.
%9 paragraph ICRSNS T D parallelism Tid, JRBHLrAT RSB VWEHFDOY —¥—%
BN2WI EIZEH T, ZOXESRAOEENEENLDNIZENWDI &%, Ahho =
ADOHRDY —F—DREGEHIZEIT S =D clause DEFIZRLH> TS, TSI TEN#
BRIZBWTRLICHUTEZ L., LHLanRs, =&, BHRNBFORAREIOEAA, XOM
S, TRNENORMBRERD, MPRBERESHENS, HOIZERBIIRHELHoTVS.

BRBE—-LE O clause T, EFHFEOZHAL, BRED be BFEOH LI ZHBOB/BHED T

ZE—ICT 22 E, MEICETEENRKEATHNS.

The decision ............ is dismaying.

The absence ............. is an afront.

* S-6-6 ( 2 clauses - antithetic- C )
/ World war Il was not fought to fight a war;
/ 1t was fought to achieve a great moral purpose.
ZD=DO clause Tid, ATED paradoxical 72HI¥re, FNIIHT S antithese L L T#
ENHIET D EWD parallelism 2722 T 5.

x* $-6-7 (2 sentences - synonymous - C)
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/ Americans should take unabashed pride now //in the democracy in the Philippines,...

// at the new freedom in Taiwan; // at the statehood of Hawaii,.....
/(And) the United States should seize this opportunity to tell the world // how
proud we are..... and// how Japanese made....

%514 paragraph K ESNZZOHTIR, ZDOOHOEHOEAN BEAERUREEZETH
%35 Apericans’ & ' the United States’ KK&-o THBINTWVS. ZhSE@EEEZEDONT
WMz — LT, AR—OFEH/BICLTH, FHZEIRWL. "Parallelism’ ORTIEKLOERIIR
2. LU Safire idBMAMR<ONILERT, B2 HLEDI I LCERZBVWEDOTHS
D

EEC®%®%~®@T@,MHMMsmmmtﬂemMemwKﬁ<@ﬁ@ﬁ3@ﬁﬂéh
Tna. BT, BF@ tell O OOBMEHMNNTND how THE->TWS.

x S-6-8 (2 clauses — synonymous - B)
/ Sure, they took advantage of our defense umbrella..... ;
/ sure, they closed their markets and invited a trade war.

* S-6-9 ( 3 phrases - synonymous - E ) + ( 2 sentences — synonymous - B )
V-J+50 is the day / to suspend the sniping and / (to) join in wonderment at how....
And / to point to the day when....

XSO IREeEELT, S-6-1 O & parallelism (272> TH Y, anaphora Dr—AT
HEH 5. ﬂﬁ@&ﬁk,500$§®cmmn®¢tlnﬁ£ﬁ5mpmummmwﬁéﬁ
ZOEABRIETHD. O TVD colunn TR 27RWL 3HMTHS. Safire € ForYaatii:{7)Jut
A&D@&%Téﬁﬁﬂ%éﬁ:hﬁ%ﬂ%?%%.b#b'mmnﬂmm®%3®%?WtL
TIARWIZERILD.

[ A.M.ROSENTHAL: 3. CLINTON DOES HIS DUTY (April 28) ]

ORI, AV IHRTOERBENBKEFEOH L, AAOTIRBEBHRBRERILLDIZ,
BERESEESDELVEET, BABEEEE Bl K5 T2EREZEIITRHL LD
ELESY LR REED, SRNS, NPT ABERNRO FBI ICL 2 BERR, AEREOD
ﬁ%%%<tbf&ﬂéhénTWé¢T,MwMMlﬁkﬁﬁiﬁ@%W%ﬁot%@?&é.

* R-3-1 (3 phrases - synonymous - E)
Mr. Clinton is accused by politicians, journalists and lobbyists who want him out
of office of /misusing his powers /manipulating the minds and emotions of the Ame—
rican people and /smearing his opponents with the blood of Oklahoma.
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* R-3-2 ( 2 sentences - synonymous - B )
/1f journalists commit libel, they can be held liable in the courts.
/1f Americans object to advertisements, TV programs, movies or news coverage, they
have the right to the economic protest of boycott.
ZDZDDXD parallelism Tk, ZRFINOXD, ¥, HHEHIZA—BOIONZLT
¥ % anaphora 2725 T 5.

* R-3-3 ( 2 phrases - antithetic - B )
The First Amendment protects Americans /from punitive action by government, not
/from the contempt or rejection of their countrymen.

* R-3-4 ( 3 phrases - synonymous - B )
But /in print, /on the air and /in Congress, they whined, the innocents.

* R-3-5 ( 2 ‘'sentences - synonymous - B )
/Prove it, they said, prove that Americans tromping around in camouflage, with ugly
weapons and minds, inspired the bombers.
/Prove that what we spew out ourselves had a thing to do with shaping them.

* R-3-6 ( 2 sentences - synonymous - B )
/They include the intellectuals of the movie business who make big money portray-
ing Americans as viciously as any militiaman.....
/They include lobbyists who cry out that if antiterrorism is tightened.....
HAAIZZ D column THE, keyword @ "hate” (hatred, hated Z&®) A8 [El, "paranoia”
MWaE, SDMALEDR TV,

{ ANTHONY LEWIS: 2. FAREWELL TO HOLLYWOOD (May 12)]

L—H RO 8 EM, BFIEABREBBRZTY —F#, ABESZBLOWBZHTEKIIE,
ERIZENREFEZZZLE. LMLFNZLEDESRVESHMBO LICRY > TW =, 5
ZAT=ONITy FREOXIB—KOLEOHRIZTERN-7-. 54FAA, LRTFEER
ROKMIEHE Domenici RIZEHRRBROHSBUMABREFOIZ, KERTFEHNREZBOAALE
BHRYBELRMLZ. Columnist @ Lewis &2 D essay T, FREMBMEEOHFEAITITZYR
ERBDENSH, EROJIBIHENRSEVICEMTHI0L, BIRICE> TRAEEZHELONE
EOFETHIEALTEBEOALTHD ZEITHEEBL, REELTVS.
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* [-2-1 ( 2 clauses - synonymous — B )
/...it was Ronald Reagan who ran up the national debt more than all his predeces—

sors put together.
/...it was the Reagan years that got the country into extreme fiscal trouble.

* L-2-2 ( 3 sentences — synonymous - B & E ) + ( 2 clauses -~ synonymous - B)
/Should the United States be the only major country without a passenger rail sys-
tem? ‘
/Do we want to be without an overseas broadcasting service (the Voice of America)..?
/Should we reduce taxes on the rich (//as the House has already voted to do) while
drastically cutting benefits for the poor (//as the budget proposals would do)?

CTOWTH, 2HBEOXHD Do we? % Should we? 2L TWud anaphora DER7L para-
llelism IZ/2o =D TH BN, Lewis BHATRAMIARDIILEBTTVDIDEERD. 28,
SOOI BNT, EEM, B—0OXTIE the United States, HZ, HE=TIL we [TZXO>TW
ZEHRBLTEBIBENSDS. N5 TRT the United States THEIN- BT TH
5.

x [-2-3 ( 2 phrases - synonymous — B )
In this process we shall be deciding not only /what kind of government but /what
kind of country we want.

Lewis @ essay Tit €A1 parallelism DAMEHEVHE . D essay TH EITR
7 3EETTHD. LALMOBOEOESHNIE, repetition DT H > LHELD, Lewis
HZOEREODRIIFHICAKILERICANTHEN TS EADNS. LEXE IO essay
<%, 'the poor’ FWIF—T—ER@MELEDN, i, TORXDERIAD—DOTH?S,
FENREIV) D PO AKEEBHIGEVN DD LI EEENE LR, EDDTBHENRERIC
EOKHDTHBENDIERBENDEBEEINTNS.

Everything about the budget is political. (Paragraph 5)

. the subject is going to be political... (Paragrahp 8)

..they plainly are on the target list fpr purely political reason. . (Paragraph 12)
But then, to repeat, everything is political. (Paragraph 13)

* ¥ ¥
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V & &

COMBICEL O THOENITELZILEZ2FELEDBERDLEDIIES.

1) XEOKERZREZHALAIREZFED S rhetorical device & LT repetition O —F
THD parallelism OEFEIL, FPAE—FIFETIEAR WA New York Times @ column Ok
IBRMRALDIENTOHNRDFDONTNS., FOREIL, EXFIL-oT, E-RAULEXFETH
column #IZRIZ D —ERTRZWVA, FH2H2VWLA4ETHS. LHMALBICIE 1 0 BaT#RIZ RS
HbOHHD., —HESRHZORVHOHH 5.

2) SEORERFEL 3 ADOPTIE, Safire ICHEHAMMN—BL <, DT Rosenthal,
LT Lewis OMETH o=, Safire IZHNL DI, At Nixon K&EBD speech writer % {a[4E
MR ENEEL TR EEZIONS.

3) Lewis CHANTHLNIMO = NITHAEBIENRE N, ZANKICAYVRTHDI D
BEXHENbLNRN. LD, NTSAFTREBEZERIFCHMBICEST, &L T
parallelismiZ&k > TWAHEEDLN TINS5 TH 5.

4) Parallelism THEZIN 24, H, YW 2FOONZILOBEH, 3BLULOBS o
LTAN1DOBETEN. ELTAHAEMNS A-fE &L Tid, synonymous parallelism 4 —
AN, antithetic parallelism OFRNIIHLT, 2H1OBETEL. 3EULEOIOMZL
DOEIE, B, X Tsynonvmous parallelism TH 3.

5) &), #i, X, ZT&O parallelism OKEIL, BLF, 2:1: 1.3 OBETH5. (Zh
S5OEGIEL 68D ccolumn £ parallelism OFHID counting IZf&k-> T D)

SROBELLTE, T5IXELOBRIYUED, LTRRE—IBRORROESZ2END, B
EOMEZELI-DORAEED V. FESEIEKOBBR TR NEN-T=, 4, &, X
O parallelism ENEIUTR SN DHEIL pattern, HBITOVWTEE L -0,

BE Wk
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