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Seeking for the True Picture of Hegel’s
Thought on Ethics in his Jena Period
(3) Freedom and Tyranny. Concerning the emergence
of the community dominated by freedom

Akifumi BOJOH

In the so-called ‘Difference Treatise’ Hegel made a critical description of Fichte's theory
of freedom and community. In deciphering the implications of his descriptive criticism,
great care must be taken not to confuse the descriptive passage with the critical one,
for unless we can distinguish one from the other, the careless confoundation will never fail
to result in the least-suspected misunderstanding of what Hegel really meant by his criticism.

In the last two papers much emphasis has been laid on the importance for the proper
approach to Hegel's criticism of having, at least, a basic knowledge of Fichte’s ideal-
istic view of natural rights. The conclusion we have arrived at is that, summing up
Fichte's Practical Philosophy, Hegel stated succinctly that the supreme community is the
supreme freedom, and that this phrase is not to be taken for Hegel’s own idea of
communal freedom, as many other interpreters have done so far, but undoubtedly as
Hegel’s critical confirmation of the part and parcel of Fichte’s community theory.

It is true that in view of its ideal sublimity this theory of the community under
the banner of ultimate freedom deserves to be highly admired and leaves nothing to be
desired, but what is far more important is to get a critical insight into the way this
highest community comes into being and at the same time no% to overlook the fact that
no sooner is the supreme unity of freedom and community supposed to be attained than
1t inevitably begins to disintegrate itself into the absolutely negative freedom or the

opposite necessity suppressing each individual freedom. The point is that the absolute
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unity itself 1s more apparent than real and that, once attained, it must of necessity
degenerate into a turning point of tyrannical oppression.

This paper aims at making a final interpretative analysis of the true meaning of
Hegel’s criticism and thereby putting an end, once for all, to the long-unraveled issue

of interpretative discrepancies.
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