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A Study of the second person pronoun in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Naoyoshi KATO

The standard inflexion of the second person pronoun in Middle English was

Sing. Nonm. thou Plur. Non. ye
Gen. thy Gen. your
0Obj. thee 0bj. you.

As a courteous form of addressing a single person regarded as socially superior,
or as a matter of courtesy, the plural ye, your you (3¢, your, yow) are generally used.
The singular use of the plural pronouns can be seen in this work by hawain to King
Arthur, by the porter to Gawain, by the castle lady to Gawain, by the guide to Gawain,
etc. Thou, thy, thee (pou, by, be) are generally used in addressing those who were

socially inferior and good friends.
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I. ye (3e) ,thou (pou) O EE

1.0. King Arthur = Gawain

(1) ‘Keep pe, cosyn,’ quobp be kyng, ‘bat bpou on kyrf
And if pou redez hym ryst, redly I trowe
pat  pou schal byden be bur bat he schal bede

) HOBFRAEFHOITEERTDINOTHDHZ L, £, KBOTHRIEEC

sette,

after.’ (372-374)
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1.1. King Arthur # Green Knight

(1) Lizt luflych adoun and lenge, I pe praye,
(2) ‘Sir cirtays knyst,

thou THRU#HIT

(254)



(3)

(4)
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If pou craue batayl bare,

Here faylez pou not to fyst,
Ande sayde, °‘Hapel, by heuen, pyn
And as pou foly hatz frayst,
And I schal bayben py bone bpa

askyng is
be
boden

nys,
fynde behoues.

t pou habbes.

(276-278)

(323-324)
(327)
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1.2. Gawain = King Arthur
(1) ‘Wolde ze, worbilych lorde,’ quop Wawan to be kyng (343)
(2) Ppaz 3e 3ourself be talenttyf, to take hit to yourseluen (350)
(3) Bot for as much as 3e ar myn em I am only to prayse (356)
(4) 3e knowe pe cost of bhis cace, kepe [ no more

To telle yow tenez perof, neuer bot trifel. (546-547)

thou OABII—FLRLSATERHBTEL TieTho =,
1.3. Gawain # Green Knight
(1) And at bpis tyme twelmonyth take at pe an ober

Wyth what weppen so pou wylt, and wyth no wyz ellez (383-384)
(2) I wot neuer where bou wonyes, bi hym bpat me wrozt,

Ne I know not pe, knyst, py cort ne pi name. (399-400)
(3) Bot teche me truly perto, and telle me how pou hattes (401)

LB T thou(pou), FONKK., BREOBELthoun BB TH- L.

1.4. Gawain = Lord
(1) For sope,sir, quob he segge, 3e sayn bot bpe trawhe (1050)
(2) Forby, sir, pis enquest I require yow here,
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bat 3e me telle with trawpe if euer 3e tale herde (1056-1057)
(3) TFor ze haf tan pat yow tydez, trawe non ober
3¢ mowe. (1396-1397)
(4) For I mot nedes, as 3e wot, meue to-morne,

And ze me take sum tolke to teche, as 3e hyst (1965-1966)

BROLBRICT<BPUGF>LRKOEACE, BEOETHAId, TT 36, BU
. t0E{ETH-E.,

1.5. Gawain # Lady

(1) Bot wolde 3e, lady louely, ben leue me grante (1218)
(2) ‘Iwysse, worby, quob be wyze, ‘ze haf waled wel better,
Bot I am proude of bhe prys bat 3ze put on me,

And, soberly your seruaunt, my souerayn | holde YOWw,

And yowre knyzt I becom, and Kryst yow forzelde.’ (1276-1279)
(3) 3e may lach quen yow lyst, and leue quen yow bynkkez (1502)
(4) pat so worby as 3e wolde wynne hidere (1537)
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1.6. Gawain = Porter

(1) “‘Gode sir,’ quop Gawan, ‘woldez pou go myn ernde

To pbe he lorde of pis hous, herber to craue?’ (811)

Gawain PR OMBICHEITHAL —BIEECE -,

1.17. Gawain # Christ
(1) And berfore sykyng he sayde, I beseche be, lorde (753)
(2)  ‘Now bone hostel,’cobe be burne, ‘I beseche yow 3ette!’ (776)
1.8. Gawain = Guide
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(1) Wel worth pe, wyze, bat wokdez my gode,
And bat lelly me layne I leue wel pou woldez.
Bot helde pou hit neuer so holde, and I here passed,
Founded for ferde for to fle, in fourme bat pou tellez,

I were a kny3t kowarde, I my3t not be excused. (2127-2131)

27T bou THoHi,

1.9. Green Knight # King Arthur

(1) Bot for pe los of pe, lede, is lyft vp so hyze,

And py burz and py burnes best ar holden (258-259)
(2) 3e may be seker bi bis braunch bat 1 bere here (285)
(3) Bot if pou be so bold as alle burnez tellen,

pou wyl grant me godly be gomen pat I ask (272-273)
(4) Nay, frayst 1 no fyst, in fayth I pe telle (279)

(DOAMNTER:eTHRTHIFTVWEN, BYUDOITRTOHIZ. Green KnightD @ = %
., DO2BRTREF2IFIULHETHIHOBLESICNTIBELOBOSDODNTHADIMD,

1.10. Green Knight = Gawain

(1) Fyrst I epe pe, habel, how bat pou hattes

pat pou me telle truly, as I tryst may. (379-380)
(2) pat pou schal seche me piself, where-so bou hopes (395)
(3) Loke,Gawan, bou be graybe to go as pou hettez (448)
(4) ‘And pou schal haf al in hast pat 1 pe hyst ones.’ (2218)

Pk Pkt Green Knight OB Z DXL D, £ Thou TH o =,

1.11. Green Knight = F o A% oM+ 32

(1) Ellez pou wyl dizt me pe dom to dele hym on ober barlay (295)
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1.12. Lord =# Gawain

(1) ze han demed to do be dede bpat I didde

Wyl 3e halde bis hes here at hys onez? (1089-1090)
(2) For 3ze haf trauayled, quob be tulk, towen fro ferre,

And syben waked me wyth, 3e arn not wel waryst (1093-1094)
(3) Hit may be such hit is be better, and 3e me breue wolde (1393)

(4) ze ben ryche in a whyle

Such chaffer and ze drowe (1646-1647)
(5) Ppou schal cheue to he grene chapel by charres to make (1674)
(6) Forby bow lye in by loft and lach byn ese (1676)
(7) TFor I haf fraysted be twys, and faythful I fynde pe (1679)
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1.13. Lady = Gawain

(1) ze ar welcum to my cors (1237)
(2) Sir, 3if ze be Wawen, wonder me bynkkez (1481)
(3) 3¢ ar stif innoghe to constrayne wyth strenkbe (1496)
(4) And bpat 3e telle me bat now trwly [ pray yow (1785)

(5) If ze renay my rynk, to ryche for hit semez,

3e wolde not so hyzly halden be to me (1827-1828)
(6) pou hatz forzeten zederly pat zisterday I tasztte (1485)
(7) A! mon, how may pou slepe (1746)

G tt#HT T Gawain #F & T 5 Lady =, (6) T IHEHSHALEZ E (kisshZ &)
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1.14. Porter # Gawain

(1) ‘ze, Peter,’ quob be porter, ‘and purely I trowee
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bat 3ze be, wysze, welcum to won quyle yow lykez.’
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II. ye (3e), thou (pbou) MHHK
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(D)

For T haf wonnen yow hider, wysze, at bis tyme,
And now nar ze not fer fro bpat note place

bat ze han spied and spuryed so specially after;
Bot I schal say yow for sope,syben I yow knowe,
And 3¢ ar a lede vpon lyue bpat I wel louy,

Wolde 3e worch bi my wytte, 3e worped bpe better.

Forpy I say be, as sobe as ze in sadel sitte,
Com 3e bere, 3e be kylled, may be knyzt rede,
Trawe 3e me bat trwely, baz ze had twenty lyues

to spende.

pat 1 schal lelly yow layne, and lance neuer tale

bat euer 3e fondet to fle for freke pat I wyst. (2091-2125)

‘Mary!’ quop bat ober mon, ‘now pou so much spellez,
bat pou wylt pyn awen nye nyme to pyseluen,

And be lyst lese py lyf, be lette I ne kepe.

Haf here pi helme on py hede, pi spere in pi honde,
And ryde me doun pis ilk rake bi 30n rokke syde,

Til pou be brozt to be bobem of be brem valay;
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penne loke a littel on pe launde, on pi lyfte honde,
And pou schal se in pat slade bpe self chapel,

And be borelych burne on bent pat hit kepez. (2140-2148)
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(2) Iwysse pou art welcom, wyze, to my place,
And pou hatz tymed pi trauvayl as truee mon schulde,
And pou knowez pe couenauntez kest vus bytwene:
At pis tyme twelmonyth pou toke bat pe falled,

And I schulde at bis Nwe 3ere zeply be quyte. (2240-2244)

‘Wy! bresch on,pou bro mon, pou pretez to longe;
I hope bat pi hert arze wyth pyn awen seluen.’
‘For sope,’ quop bat oper freke, ‘'so felly pou spekez,
I wyl no lenger on lyte lette pin ernde
rizt nowe.’ (2300-2303)

HOILFE®EToO Gawain & Green Knight &, RO B % EFTT 5% TlE, bou THW
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Bot here yow lakked a lyttel, sir, and lewte yow wonted;
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Bot pat watz for no wylyde werke, ne wowyng nauper,

Bot for 3e lufed your lyf; be lasse I yow blame. (2366-2368)

Bot on I wolde yow pray, displeses yow neuer:
Syn 3e be lorde of pe zonder londe per I haf lent inne
Wyth yow wyth worschyp—bpe wyze hit yow zelde
pbat vphaldez Ppe heuen and on hyz sittez—

How norne 3e yowre ryzt nome, and benne no more? (2439-2443)
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