AL —FAN=F IO AeBBEOIGEKD T
TO4 FFHFEORT E 7 4 b7 R

Y o B X

Seeking for the True Picture of Hegel’s Thought on Ethics
in his Jena Period

(4) The Establishment of his Philosophical Principle and

The Criticism of Fichte’s Philosophy

Akifumi BOJYO

At the beginning of his stay in Jena, Hegel set out to pass in critical review the
main modes of both contemporary and preceding philosophies, especially the Transzen-
dental Philosophies of Kant and Fichte. Naturally, Hegel had already established his
own philosophical principle, on the basis of which he could carry out the criticism.

Originally, philosophical criticism meant to him the clear-cut discrimination of con-
fused thoughts and the straightening of the pathway that leads to true philosophy.
Hegel’s philosophical principle by which this function of criticism could be performed
was, as is well known, the absolute identity of subject and object. He equated this
1dentity with reason, speculation and the true infinite itself.

In the first publication of his critical review, i.e. ‘Difference Treatise’, Hegel stressed
the importance of making a well-defined division of both understanding and reason and
of reflexion and speculation. This confirmation will make it possible for us to grasp
Hegel's viewpoint, with which he quite consistently criticized Fichte’s Philosophy.

In this paper, before going on to consider the problem of freedom in ‘Natural Rights’
Treatise’, we will confirm what the principle of the absolite identity stands for. In
the ensuing discussion we will proceed to examine how the criticism of Fichte’s Theo-
retical Philosophy in ‘ Difference Treatise’ led to the logical insight into the negative

nature of the ideal unity that forcibly resulted from such reflexive understanding.
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