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Seeking the True Picture of Hegel’s Thought on Ethics in his Jena Period
(5) Concerning the Validity of the Criticism of Fichte’s Philosophy by Hegel

Akifumi BOJYO

In his early period in Jena, when Hegel began to mould his own philosophy, there lay before
him the great philosophical systems of Kant and Fichte. To Hegel’s eye the two principles of
speculative reason and of reflexive understanding were intertwined in these Transcendental
Philosophies. With its full recognition this spirit of speculative reason would have been
developed into proper philosophical ripeness. As it was, reflexion got the better of speculation
and understanding predominated over reason, with the result that the principle of speculation
or absoute identity, conceived in its budding form, was soon lost to sight or passed out of
mind in these philosophies.

Under these circumstances Hegel's way of criticism against ‘Reflexion Philosophy’, as he
later named it, consisted first in discriminating the two principles of reflexive understanding
and of speculative reason, and then in subordinating the former principle to the latter.

In this paper we will go on to examine how Hegel criticized Fichte’s Philosophy and

whether his criticism can prove to be a sound one.
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